Updated Dec. ‘23
Iowa State University Science Bound
11th Grade Junior Oral Justification ASTEM Project Rubric

This rubric guides your evaluator’s feedback regarding your ASTEM project, using both the Iowa Core Literacy standards (grade band 11-12) as well as the ASTEM Project guidelines and 11th grade Oral Justification Expectations, both provided by Iowa State University. 

Grading Scale:
0-Scholar does not include component requirements at all
1-Scholar attempts to include component requirements, but does so in an unorganized or unintelligible manner
2-Scholar attempts to include some of the component requirements, or needs moderate help processing them
3-Scholar meets most component requirements, with minimal missing pieces
4-Scholar meets all component requirements satisfactorily
5-Exceed expectations, all requirements for component are met and scholar goes above and beyond

	Component
	Explanation
	Score (circle accordingly)

	Topic
	· Name of the topic included
· Explanation of what the topic is
· Background of topic presented in an understandable yet sophisticated way
· Scholar created and presented a scientific/central question to pursue
	

0   1   2   3   4   5

	Personal Interest
	· Detailed explanation of the scholar’s personal interest in the topic
· Multiple reasons were given as to the reason why the topic was chosen, what they hoped to gain from the ASTEM project, and why it was valuable to them (i.e. why he or she pursued it)
	

0   1   2   3   4   5

	Societal Impact
	· Scholar explains how this topic impacts more than just themself (can be small group, community, society as a whole, etc.)
· Scholar explains the immediate need for further research (based on current need) and what next steps could be explored
· Scholar details what possible issues (ethical, political, etc.) might arise within this topic
	

0   1   2   3   4   5

	Research Process
	· It is clear that a scientific or central question was the driving force in the project
· Evidence is cited correctly throughout, and is referred to (not just included at the end)
· Reasoning was given and inferences were drawn from the research
	


0   1   2   3   4   5


	Formalities
	· 5+ minutes in length
· 2-3+ slides devoted to ASTEM project
· Paragraph describing ASTEM project included in OJ paper
· Minimum of 3 scholarly sources used and meaningfully integrated into presentation
· Sources cited correctly on their own slide at end of ASTEM slide group
	


0   1   2   3   4   5

	Total
	Add Totals to the Right and Circle Recommendation Below


20-25 Excellent Progress, Definitely Continue	15-18 Solid Work, Continue
10-14 Needs Improvement, with probation		9 or less, Potentially cease Science Bound involvement
